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Renowned Hong Kong interior designer Danny Cheng has integrated

minimalism with a sense of listory to create an office space that is rich in substance
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he bond shared between individuals and their
workspaces can sometimes seem almost predestined. This
theory was evident in the story of renowned Hong Kong-based
interior designer Danny Cheng, who entsix_‘ipériths searching ’
for anideal oﬂMeﬁnai; found it - and it was love
at first sight. -
-

He searched throughout Central and Sheung Wan for a suitable
location, only to come up empty handed. Until one fateful day, a real
estate agent’s phone call led him to this unit situated in a waterfront
commercial building in Wan Chai, which he ultimately made his home.

Cheng reveals that he has worked in interior design for over two
decades, and his design style has evolved with age. From the earliest
minimalist style to now incorporating his deep love for rich cultural o

history into his designs, he aims to imbue his creations with more i B b
depth and significance. p— - b
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Industry insiders know that Cheng excels in handling spaces with
symmetrical layouts, and this 1,800 square foot office is no exception.
The entire area centres around a reception room resembling a casual
living room, with a conference room with a long table which can seat
eight people on one side, and his private workspace on the other.

"My goal was to make sure that the farthest point of the interior is
visible from every spot in the entire space. So, | used wooden folding
doors to separate each zone,” Cheng says.

"Opening all the wooden folding doors creates sight lines through
various zones, providing a sense of open space and adding layers of
beauty.”

The wooden folding doors have been made with solid wood, with
exquisitely handcrafted floral patterns on the surfaces, bringing out a
sense of cultural and historical warmth.

The red brick wall in the conference room took a lot of time to
modify during construction.

"Because | studied interior design in Toronto, the red brick walls
in schools bring back countless memories. | didn't want to lose sight
of the original inspiration that spurred me into this career path, so
| created the same red brick wall in the conference room,” he says.

"The rendering on the wall actually shows my high school -
a corner in one of the covered playgrounds of SKH Bishop Baker
Secondary School in Yuen Long, which | designed for my alma mater
when | became an interior designer.”

Cheng meticulously selected bricks that displayed varying shades
of red to give the appearance of the brick walls of historic buildings.
Initially, the labourers laid the bricks with such precision that it seemed
too tidy and new. As a result, he opted to begin the process again and
ultimately designed a red brick wall that was deliberately flawed, but
conveyed a notion of cultural heritage.
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y goal was to make sure that the farthest point of the
interior is visible from every spot in the entire space”
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In contrast to the solemnity of the conference room, the reception
room has a relaxed and casual atmosphere. It features comfortable
sofas, a B&O television and a large wooden bowl! on the coffee table
where Cheng keeps his favourite sweets and chocolates.

Guests can chat and relax while they nibble on snacks. One of
the paintings on the wall features a portrait of Jesus painted with one
continuous brushstroke. Cheng recounts the tale: “That day, | went
with my friend to an auction, and the artist who painted this had a
pre-emptive feeling that | would buy this painting, and | really did.”

By covering the wall adjacent to the window with black aluminium
plates, he has achieved a black frame effect that truly accentuates
the beauty of Victoria Harbour, as seen through the panoramic view
offered by the window.

To reduce the appearance of seams between the aluminium plates
on the wall surface, he opted for three-metre long plates. The plates
were too large to fit into the elevator, so the workers had to carry them
up the stairs to complete the installation.

His meticulous attention to detail has been a defining characteristic
of his work for over 20 years. This was evident in his careful selection
of furniture and light fixtures for the reception room. To create a truly
captivating space, he chose exquisite pieces from renowned brands
such as Cassina for furniture, and Flos and Cappellini for light fixtures.

In his private workspace, simplicity reigns with an L-shaped
working desk anchoring the layout. He still uses the same drawing
board he has used since founding his interior design firm. Resting
on the desk is his favourite Japanese cartoon character from
Doraemon, Noby Nobi, lying on his back, bringing back many childhood
memories. ||
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